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Fall Dinner and Road Cleanup 
Cancelled; Business Meeting 
and Elections to be via Zoom  
Members, it does not look like the current  COVID –
19 health and safety guidelines will allow us to hold 
our annual Fall Dinner as planned on October 24. 

Therefore, your WRRA board has made the decision 
to cancel the Fall Dinner event for this year. 

While the previously cancelled Spring Dinner and 
Summer Picnic events are largely social in nature, the 
Fall Dinner is when our annual Business Meeting and 
Elections take place. 

Therefore, while the dinner is cancelled, we will be 
proceeding with the business updates and elections, 
as scheduled, the evening of October 24. 

We will hold these important sessions via Zoom vide-
oconference (VC) rather than in person. 

Please join us, to hear important business updates, 
and to vote on your new board. 

We need good participation, from all tracts, in order 
to make the election results official (state guidelines 
require at least 10% of members vote).   

For those familiar with Zoom VC technology, you only 
need to click on the link or enter the information into 
Zoom on your internet browser, at 7pm on Oct. 24. 

The meeting will include updates from various board 
members or committee leaders, as appropriate, and 
then David Ebel will run the online elections. 

If anyone would like to participate in the meeting, 
but is not familiar with the technology, we have also 
set up a “practice session”, a few days prior, to get 
comfortable with how everything works. 

The information for both meetings is noted in the 
next column and continues on page 2. 

We hope that you will join us. 
 

 

Zoom VC Instructions and Meeting Information 

 Use a PC or tablet, not your cell phone.  If you do 
not have access to a computer, you can call-in 
using the Dial-in number, 1-253-215-8782. 

 Enter www.zoom.com into internet browser. 

 If you have not used Zoom before, you will need 
to download an app. 

 Click “Open Link”. 

 Enter the VC code and Password, if requested. 

 Move your mouse around the window on your 
screen, to find the Microphone and Video icons. 

 To turn them on or off, click on the icon. 

Zoom VC Practice Session: 

Wednesday, October 21, 7:00pm. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81430836223?
pwd=WFBubEZ3dDRqN0VQVWFUSzRRZ2VXQT09 

Practice Meeting ID (VC code): 814 3083 6223 
Passcode:  773983 
Phone Dial-in Number:  1-253-215-8782 

Zoom VC Fall Business Meeting and Elections: 
Saturday, October 24, 7:00pm. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86007912877?
pwd=Ym5JaStmdlUzb0c3ZmhqWVJQRXVkZz09  

Meeting ID (VC code):  860 0791 2877 

Passcode: 630339 
Phone Dial-In Number:  1-253-215-8782 

 In this issue: 
 

 Fall Dinner Cancelled, Zoom Business Mtg 

 President’s Message 

 Executive Board Elections 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 History Task Force, In search of Posts/Signs 

 Membership Renewal Changes 

 Remembering Paul Meyer 

 Updates on the Forest Service, Wildfire pre-
paredness and 20/21 Snowplowing 

Find WRRA Online: wrra.net 

Updates and news items also posted to Facebook 
Group: White River Recreation Association 
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President’s Message  
I hope everyone was 
able to get up into the 
mountains and enjoy 
your cabin and some 
of the recreation op-
tions this summer. I 
did several hikes at 
Sunrise, Chinook Pass, 
and around Crystal 
Mountain.  Norse 
Peak was particularly 
great this year, as the wildflowers have really 
flourished in the area affected by the fire of three 
years ago.  The crowds, however, were crazy on 
the trails and on the roads, all summer long!  I 
think everyone was feeling cooped up from the 
coronavirus and wanted to get outside and into 
the mountains.  Hopefully things will return more 
to normal next summer and we can get back to 
enjoying our cabins and local recreation opportu-
nities, with fewer people on the roads and trails. 

Coronavirus has of course also really impacted 
our organization, by causing cancellation of sever-
al of our cherished social events.  First the spring 
dinner, then the summer picnic and cabin tour, 
and now we will also need to cancel the fall din-
ner and road cleanup.  It is just not responsible, 
or even safe yet, to get together in a large group.  
While we all really miss seeing each other in per-
son, I want to encourage you all to participate in 
our virtual meeting, so you can get updates from 
the board, and can vote!  This will help us all con-
tinue to feel a little bit more connected. 

The concept of participating in a virtual meeting, 
done via your computer, may be intimidating to 
some of you.  But the technology is really quite 
simple.  We have been conducting all our board 
and committee meetings that way, and NFH has 
switched their national conference to be virtual/
online, rather than in person, as well.  We have 
set up a practice session, prior to the meeting, to 
help new users. 

Please review the information contained in the 
meeting announcement in this newsletter, and 
look for additional updates via email.  We really 
hope many of you will join us on the date that the 
fall dinner has long been calendared, October 24!  

Please reach out to me or any board member 
with questions or concerns about the meeting. 

Lastly, I also want to prompt everyone once 
again, to please consider volunteering to help and 
support the WRRA organization, by running for a 
board position.  In one year, Kevin Bannon our 
longtime treasurer will be stepping down, and we 
would like to identify his successor now, to facili-
tate a smooth transition on this important role.  
Other board positions will also be up for nomina-
tions.  And if you aren’t sure if you want to join 
the board just yet, you can always volunteer to 
help with committees or projects for WRRA.  
Please consider helping us!  

Thank you, and I hope to see you at our upcoming 
virtual business meeting and election. 

Please drop me a note if you have any questions, 
concerns, or input, at president@wrra.net. 

As always, I hope to see you up at the cabins or in 
the mountains soon!         ~ Kevin Orth 

Executive Board Elections 
At our Fall Meeting on October 24, 2020, we will 
again be having our annual WRRA board elections 
for the expiring terms.  The following five posi-
tions are up for election this year:  President, Vice 
President, Deep Creek tract rep, Goat Creek tract 
rep #1, and Silver Springs tract rep #1  The Board 
Nominating Committee sought candidates for 
these open positions throughout the year and in 
the Spring Newsletter.  Below are the candidates, 
and their bio statements, for your review in ad-
vance of the upcoming election.  At this point 
there are no contested elections, but please con-
tact David Ebel at debel@schwabe.com or 206-
407-1525 if you are interested in running for any 
of the open positions.  Special thanks to Tim Cur-
ran, who is rolling off the  Board after many years 

Tacoma Roofing offers a Forest Service approved standing seam 
metal roof. The metal roof panel is a snap lock standing seam 
with striations that delivers an aesthetically pleasing metal roof. 

O: 253-472-3484 | E: contractadmin@tacomaroofco.com  

F: 253-476-1547  | W: www.TacomaRoofCo.com 

Post Office Box 64609 Tacoma, Washington 98464 

mailto:debel@schwabe.com
http://www.tacomaroofco.com/
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of service as the WRRA Vice President; we are 
grateful for his commitment to the community.  

Since we will not be in person at the Fall Meeting 
this year, the election process will look a little 
different.  Instead of raising our hands, votes will 
be cast through Zoom polling.  We will explain the 
process in more detail at the Fall Meeting, but it 
will not be complicated.  If you cannot attend via 
zoom but would like to vote, please email David 
Ebel at debel@schwabe.com or text him at 206-
218-4785.  In order to have a valid election, we 
need a 10% quorum.  This means we will need at 
least 10% of the members from the Deep Creek, 
Goat Creek,  and Silver Springs tracts, and at least 
23 members in total, in order to have a valid elec-
tion.  So please do attend the meeting and 
vote!  It will be good practice for November! 

~David Ebel, Dalles Rep, Elections Chair 

Incumbent President, Kevin Orth  

I have been the own-
er of Silver Creek 
cabin #26, across 
from the sledding 
hill, for 18 years 
now. I have been on 
the WRRA board 
since 2009 in a varie-
ty of roles, including 
Silver Creek rep and 
social chair, and have 
developed and continue to manage the WRRA 
Facebook page. I have now served two two-year 
terms as President, and they have surely been 
challenging, with fires, flooding, viruses and 
more.  

I have spent countless hours in the cabin area and 
communicating to members during these difficult 
times, always working very hard to try to keep 
members well informed of all decisions and ac-
tions. I believe I have been successful in helping 
the WRRA to navigate through these events, and I 
want to continue to serve so that I can help the 
organization complete some of the goals we have 
discussed, including better fire preparation, a fo-
cus on forest restoration projects, and replace-
ment of the culvert and road over Goat Creek. 

Under my tenure, the WRRA has continued to 
grow membership and participation.  With my 

leadership, the board has worked together hard 
to tackle difficult issues and develop solutions. I 
would like to continue to drive to resolution on 
these efforts over the next few years. 

I am willing to serve the members of WRRA as 
President for another two-year term. If elected, I 
look forward to the continued challenge of lead-
ing the WRRA and the board, while juggling work 
and family commitments as well. Thank you for 
your consideration and support. 

Vice President, Fred  Orton    

It would be an honor and 
privilege to serve as your 
WRRA Vice President. I was 
born and raised in Edge-
wood and graduated from 
Sumner High School and 
Washington State Universi-
ty. I have earned a Bache-
lors and Masters Degree 
and recently retired from 
the Puyallup School District 
after a rewarding 36 years of teaching. My family 
history is deeply rooted in the upper White River 
valley as well as WRRA. My grandfather built our 
cabin at Deep Creek in 1934. My grandparents 
operated Silver Springs Lodge during the Depres-
sion and War years. For 25 years my grandfather 
drove snow plow and opened Chinook Pass and 
my father was the author of the WRRA cabin his-
tory book. I have served as Deep Creek Repre-
sentative, assisted with the summer picnics and 
helped with the road clean up. Shirley Cherberg 
and I organized the first cabin tour in the hopes of 
raising money for the Cabin Defense Fund and 
foster comradery among cabin owners.  I am an 
avid skier and worked for several years at Crystal 
Mountain.   Some of you may know me as the 
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“Pie Guy” from the summer picnic and silent auc-
tions.  My family and I have been loyal members 
of WRRA for decades.  I treasure our family cabin 
that I share with my sister Cindy as well as the 
lifetime of memories we have made up there.  I 
would appreciate the opportunity to give back to 
this important organization by serving as your 
Vice President. 

Incumbent Deep Creek Reps, 
Brittany and Josh Gaydeski 

Hello, we are your current 
tract representatives and 
look forward to continuing to 
serve Deep Creek. Our time 
on the board for the past few 
years has been a pleasure 
working with our neighbors 
and being advocates for Deep 
Creek. Being on the Board gives us the opportuni-
ty to give back to a group that we are proud to be 
involved in. Whether that is by just walking 
around the tract and saying hello or fielding 
emails and phone calls regarding your concerns, 
we both enjoy being here for you. We are excited 
to see you all around Deep Creek!  

Incumbent Goat Creek Rep #1, Tom Wood 

I have served as the Goat 
Creek Rep for the past four 
years .  As a member of the 
board, I have taken on the 
role of Finance Committee 
chair.  My family and I have 
enjoyed "The Penny Cabin" 
for many years and hope to 
see our grandchildren have 
that same ability.  My goal in serving on the 
WRRA Board of Directors continues to be in pre-
serving a strong organization so that all our family 
cabins will be enjoyed by current and future gen-
erations. 

Incumbent Silver Springs 
Rep #1, Bill Vlases 

I’ve enjoyed the last four 
years serving the WRRA 
members as a Silver Springs 
Tract Rep and the Social 
Chairman. It’s been fun see-
ing big turnouts for the din-

ners and the picnics, and I hope to help facilitate 
similar fun events for another term. 

I’ve been a WRRA member since my wife 
Maureen and I bought our Silver Springs cabin in 
2001 with her parents, who were looking for a 
quieter, more private place to spend time than 
their group cabin (Forelaufer) at the ski area.  We 
and our two children Chloe (16) and Luke (14) 
continue to spend a lot of time during the winter 
at the cabin and at Crystal, when not at away rac-
es with CMAC!  

During the week I’m a manager at Boeing, as well 
as the Director of the ski team at the University of 
Washington, where I raced in college.  Since col-
lege, I’ve spent a lot of time teaching skiing at 
Stevens, coaching at Snoqualmie, and free-skiing 
at Crystal.  

We spend time at the cabin during the summer 
when we can, amidst all of the kid sports and oth-
er in-town activities.  I continue to get in quite a 
bit of trail running, biking and “wood manage-
ment” around Crystal in the summer months.  

Over the past two decades, a number of friends 
have turned into cabin neighbors, and a number 
of cabin neighbors have turned into friends.  I’ll 
be pleased to continue to represent Silver Springs 
in matters that impact us all.  Please let me know 
if you have any concerns or feedback for WRRA.    

Treasurer’s Report 
Regarding your WRRA finances, yearly income is 
down significantly due to the cancellations of 
WRRA gatherings, yet we are still in sound shape.  

The good news is the gatherings mostly pay their 
own way. 

The impact was restricted to the loss of seeing 
each other and not so much to the bottom line. 

Credit for our financial stability is due to your sup-
port. Thank you.  

Your finance committee is now building a 2021 
budget in collaboration with the board. The board 
will get their first view at a meeting in October, 
and make final approval in November. You are 
welcome to participate by looking at the pro-
posal, which will be distributed electronically for 
the October 24th business meeting. Send com-
ments to wrratreasurer@outlook.com  

 

mailto:wrratreasurer@outlook.com
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While the final details of the budget have not 
been worked out, one thing is clear. WRRA has 
been blessed by very giving board members, some 
of whom will soon depart.  When we lose big trees 
in the forest, there is no replacement, at least not 
for a long while. It is made up in other ways.  Like-
wise, the new board members will need more 
costly support and tools, in part to support their 
on-boarding, but in part to take advantage of cur-
rent technology. Future budgets shall reflect these 
changes. 

Before you get too sad, about the loss of “big 
trees” and the added costs, remember this—the 
forest is eternal. It grows, matures, declines, and 
regenerates and everyone adapts. Enjoy the re-
newal.  Take peace that the forest endures; and 
with the good work of the “new trees” the cabins  
and WRRA will too. 

Finally, your treasurer is looking forward to rolling 
out a new renewal scheme in 2021.  I’ve been 
practicing with the technology for a couple of 
years now and feel good this can be done well. 
Those who like to pay online should like it.  Those 
who like to mail in checks are most encouraged to 
do so, too.    ~Kevin Bannon, Treasurer 

Hunting for Evidence - 1958 
Road Posts and Cabin Signs 
Did you ever give any particular thought to the 
road and/or cabin signs in your tract?  Or have 
road and cabin signs just always been there with-
out WRRA involvement?  Maybe like you, I as-
sumed the US FS only put up those small road 
number markers, so we knew one road from an-
other.  And then some cabin owners put up indi-
vidualized signs in front of their cabins.  To my sur-

prise WRRA and the US FS actually worked togeth-
er to plan a road sign project in 1958, that is me-
morialized in WRRA archive records. The goal was 
to have standardized posts and signs that were to 
point to each cabin. 

A notice was sent to members from the WRRA 
Board of Directors after they voted to approve the 
proposal from the Committee on Road Signs on 
May 28, 1958.  It explained the plan and included 
a drawing, as shown below.  The US FS provided 
and erected the posts at intervals in all the road-
sides of the several cabin tracts.  The posts had a 
cross beam to hold a set of fastened-together cab-
in signs that had a pointed end, directing visitors 
toward the individual cabins.  

The signs were made with uniform specifications 
and dimensions: 36 inches long by 4 inches wide 
and 1 inch thick.  Cedar preferred.   

The owner names were to be painted in 2-inch 
high block letters rendered in enamel paint using 
stencils and then protected with 2 coats of sealer.  
The Seattle Rubber Stamp Company sold the rec-
ommended stencil sets for $1.25.  Cabin signs 
could be ordered through WRRA’s Secretary or the 
Road Sign Committee Chair for $2.50.  It was 
hoped that each turn off road would have a post 
to hold several individual signs dangling beneath 
the cross beam.   

Do any of these decades old posts and signs exist 
today?  The road-cabin signposts they so carefully 
planned are not familiar to me, a life-long cabin 
person.  I cannot think of a single example of the 
originals and the drawing doesn’t match the signs  

around now.  After reading this archive document 
I find that I am looking around to see if I can find 
even one.  So, if you have any old photo of this 
kind of road post with signs hanging from it, will 
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you please donate a copy for the WRRA Archive 
Collection?  And, if you know of any road post and 
cabin signs like these from 1958 that are still up 
today, please telephone 425-822-2000 or email 
diane@dwdewitt.me so we know where it is to be 
found.  Or if you have a photo, please send it. 
Thank you.   

~ Diane DeWitt, WRRA History Project Lead 

Membership Report 
As my two terms (four years) come to an end, I 
would like to thank all of my WRRA friends and 
neighbors for the opportunity of serving on the 
board.  I’ve really appreciated meeting so many 
new members, especially from other tracts.  It’s a 
bit sad to end my term on this crazy Covid 19 year.  
I’ve really missed our gatherings this year and I 
look forward to seeing you at our WRRA dinners 
and summer picnic when we get back to normal. 

We are still looking for volunteers to serve on the 
Board.  PLEASE consider serving now or in the fu-
ture. 

Thanks, 

Tim Curran, Vice President, Membership (DC #3) 

NEW FOR 2021:  MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL   
CHANGES 

Member renewal will look different in 2021.  
WRRA email list members will receive an email 
renewal notice on December 29th asking for your 
membership payment by February 16th, 2021.  
We thank you for your loyalty and support! 

Don’t remember getting an email from us?  Maybe 
we don’t have your email address?  Maybe your 
email provider is blocking WRRA emails?  PLEASE 
take the opportunity to send us your email ad-
dress.  Email it to our Secretary, Chris Masterson, 
at wrra-moderator@wrra.net.  Not only will this 
guarantee you’ll receive your 2021 renewal notice 
invoice, but you will also receive email emergency 
alerts and other important WRRA news. 

Check payments are still accepted.  Mailing infor-
mation will still be provided in the WRRA Winter 
Newsletter.  You’ll have to use your own envelope 
to mail the payment. 

More and more WRRA members enjoy the benefits 
of online delivery:  1. Full color newsletters 2. Fast-
er delivery 3. Stored copies of past issues, accessi-
ble if you need a replacement.  Email to wrra-
moderator@wrra.net to start your email delivery. 

We strongly encourage all WRRA members to be-
come members of the National Forest Homeown-
ers (NFH).  NFH represents us in Washington, D.C.  
Thus, we get a place at the decision-making table.  
NFH members benefit with access to difficult to 
obtain cabin insurance.  Your membership also 
allows you to meet fellow cabin members across 
the country, ask questions on shared challenges, 
like cabin trusts, and enjoy common loves togeth-
er.  Increasingly that sharing need not involve long 
distance travel and occurs online. 

Last but not lease, 2021 represents 106 years of 
the National Forest Cabin Program and WRRA will 
be 91 years old!  That’s a lot of good memories, as 
well as hurdles we’ve overcome by teamwork and 
mutual support.  Let’s keep it going!   

Thank you for your support! 
~Tim Curran, Vice President, Membership 

In Memoriam:  Paul Rauch 
Meyer, 1936-2020 
Paul Rauch Meyer (June 
24, 1936-April 19, 2020), 
distinguished public serv-
ant as DSHS lobbyist, Exec-
utive Director of the Wash-
ington County Freeholders, 
Seattle/King County Om-
budsman, and in retire-
ment an arbitrator for 
FINRA (Financial Industry 
Regulatory Authority) with 
an additional 10 years as a 
consultant for small busi-
nesses, unexpectedly died at his Chelan cabin on 
April 19, 2020 of a Sudden Death Heart Attack.  No 
warning!  He was on his way the next day to Silver 
Springs 112 to buck up 2 logs he had just cut into 
rounds.  

Paul’s love was always of the out-of-doors.  His 
childhood in Elma and Malone, Washington led 

mailto:diane@dwdewitt.me
mailto:secretary@wrra.net
mailto:secretary@wrra.net
mailto:secretary@wrra.net
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him to backpack and climb all of the Olympic 
peaks.  And then 4 attempts with 2 summits on 
Mt. Rainier.  Paul climbed all the major peaks in 
the Northwest. 

He was an enthusiastic cross country skier still, 
in the Winter of 2020.  Whether the Sun Valley, 
Alpental or Crystal area, he felt the call of the 
skis under his legs.  He loved the feel of swish, 
swish, swish. 

Paul was also an avid oarsman from his colle-
giate rowing days at the University of Washing-
ton. He rowed 3 times a week with the Ancient 
Mariners until Covid took them off the water 
last Spring.   He rarely missed a turn out in all 
those years.           

 Beloved partner of Jody Nyquist, Paul joined in 
the restoration of Silver Springs 112 in the sum-
mer of 2011.  Paul said it was always his father’s 
intention to build a cabin in one of the WRRA 
neighborhoods. His father used to drive them 
up from Malone to look at cabins and think 
about someday owning one. Paul said he felt 
like he was living his father’s dream. 

Paul became an enthusiastic member of the 
cabin community and served 2 terms on the 
WRRA Board.  He was instrumental in chairing 
and developing the structure of the Cabin Tours 
during that time. And he always flipped burgers 
at the Summer Picnic!  Paul loved the WRRA 
members, always saying they were “real peo-
ple.”  

WRRA President Kevin Orth wrote, ”I very much 
enjoyed working with Paul on the board and at 
cabin events.  I will miss his thoughtful and gen-
tle approach to things.” 

Paul was an avid member of the Sierra Club, the 
Wilderness Society, the Nature Conservancy, 
and other organizations devoted to preserving 
the environment. 

There will be a Memorial Service at Epiphany 
Church in Seattle at 1:00 on November 20, 2020 
which will be live-streamed on YouTube.  To join 
the service virtually, simply go to the Church’s 
website which will have the link to observe the 
service. 

Donations in Paul’s honor can be made to 
WRRA, or to the Christopher Meyer Endowed 
Fund established at the University of Washing-
ton, in honor of his deceased son  (1-800-332-
0565). 

General Updates from the 
Forest Service  
On June 25, 2020, Kevin Orth (President), Rena 
Irwin (Past President), Tim Curran (Vice Presi-
dent) Kevin Bannon (Treasurer) and Chris Mas-
terson (Secretary) of WRRA met with Martie 
Schramm (District Ranger) and Brian Lee 
(Permit Administrator) of the Forest Service, via 
Zoom videoconference call, to get updates and 
discuss issues.  Here are notes and updates on 
some of the key topics. 

Goat Creek Culvert and Walking Bridge 

Regarding the plan to replace the culvert, there 
is no change in status from what was previously 
reported: A replacement culvert has been iden-
tified and reserved for use, but the soonest a 
replacement could possibly take place would be 
next summer.  The Forest Service is putting re-
placement costs into their budget for 2021.  

Temporary signage for the walking bridge was 
created and installed by WRRA members.  The 
Forest Service team will follow up to install ad-
ditional directional and official signage directing 
users across the walking bridge and up to the 
trailhead. 

Inspections Process 

Brian is still working his way through the self-
inspections that were returned by cabin own-
ers.  Brian will conduct inspections next year for 
any self-inspections not received.    
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Open Request Process and Cabin Improvement 
Projects 

A reminder that the Open Request Process for 
submitting proposed cabin improvement projects 
for review is coming up (October 15 – November 
15 for 2021 projects).  Make sure to submit de-
tailed plans including measurements, pictures, 
materials to be used, etc. 

A few additional reminders: 

Septic Systems need Pierce County approval, but 
the Forest Service should also be kept in the loop 
on the perk test, design and implementation. 

Hazard Tree Removals, and Basic In-Kind Re-
placements, are NOT subject to the Open Request 
window. 

Metal Roofs Requests are also NOT subject to 
the Open Request window timing. 

Recreational Updates 

Impediments to snowmobiles and ATVs were pre-
viously added at the gate on Corral Pass Road. 
Hopefully the road will open next summer; this 
summer there were insufficient resources due to 
Covid impacts. When the road does open, the 
area will be day use only. 

Forest Stewardship 

All Forest Stewardship projects have been can-
celled due to Covid.  This includes volunteer trail 
maintenance events that were planned for Na-
tional Trails Day and National Public Lands Day, 
and work on Corral Pass. 

Future events will be scheduled annually with 
WRRA participation on National Trails Day (June) 
and National Public Lands Day (October). 

Grants Applications (Road Work, Law Enforce-
ment Supplement) 
Kevin Bannon is going to work on getting grants 
for additional road work and supplemental law 
enforcement.   

~ Kevin Orth 

Updates on Wildfires and Pre-
paredness 

Members, as you surely know, this has been an-
other very challenging year for wildfires in the 
West. 

At this writing, there have been tragic losses of 
nearly 150 cabins on Forest Service lands in Cali-
fornia and Oregon, in addition to the impacts to 
suburban neighborhoods and homes. 

For Washington state, so far we have largely been 
spared in our cabin communities, although a new 
fire was just reported the day of this writing near 
Stevens Pass on Highway 12, at Rimrock Lake, 
where there are Forest Service cabin tracts. 

And as you well know, WRRA members were una-
ble to access our cabins for a time this summer, 
due to a wildfire near Mud Mountain Dam on 
Highway 410 outside Enumclaw. 

It seems that the frequency and intensity of these 
wildfire events is increasing.  Whether you be-
lieve this to be due to global climate change, for-
est management decisions, or a combination of 
these and/or other factors, I think I can safely say 
that we should all be concerned about this, and 
want to come together to focus on what we as a 
community can do to help mitigate this danger.  
Basic mitigation of wildfire danger has been dis-
cussed in detail in previous communications: 

1. Pay your Fire Protection Contract to Pierce 
County Fire; help keep the Greenwater Fire 
Department strong and able to protect and 
support our cabin community. 

2. Implement Firewise principles at your cabin; 
harden your cabin and lot against fire in case 
it comes, by maintaining the lot and struc-
ture. 

3. Pay attention to burn bans and other re-
strictions on use of outdoor equipment.  Be 
smart about campfires at all times. 
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WRRA 2020 Calendar 
 

NFH Conference  
Virtual, October 16-17 

 
Fall Board Meeting 

Virtual, Oct 19 
 

Fall Business Meeting  
Virtual, Oct 24 

 
Fall Highway Cleanup: Cancelled 

 
2021 Planning Meeting 

Nov/Dec ‘20, Time, Place—TBD 
Anticipated to be in the Seattle area 

 

The topic of Fire Preparation has been on all our 
minds since the Norse Peak Fire, but beyond the  

three points noted above, its difficult to know 
what we could do to better prepare. 

I am sure this will be a topic of our WRRA Board 
Strategic Planning session coming up, and we will 
want to explore ideas for what we can do going 
forward. 

If you have an interest in this, please let any 
board member know.  We would love to have 
you join the committee that will be working on 
this! 

~Kevin Orth 

Snowplow Update – 20/21 
Fall is certainly here this year.   Seems like the 
calendar hit mid-September and the rains 
came.   Consequently, it is time to begin prepar-
ing for snowy roads and driveways.  With the 
forecast of a La Nina year, this could be a big 
snow year for us in the PNW.   Fortunately, we 
have some snowplow funds in the bank from the 
last few years so the cost will be a little less than 
the last couple of years.   We will be using the 
same operator as last year for SS, SC & GC, we 
are still looking for an operator for Deep 
Creek.   If anybody has any operator ideas for 
Deep Creek, please either contact them to deter-
mine their interest in doing the job, and if inter-
ested let me know or reach out to me 
(snowplow410@live.com) right away, and I can 
make the call. 

Marking: Every year we ask people to get their 
driveways marked early so the plow operators 
can identify the route. Make sure you are mark-
ing not only the driveway but also anything else 
to watch for (well heads, large rocks, stumps, 
etc.). Ideally, have marking at least 4 feet out of 
the ground. We have found that purchasing PVC 
pipe and painting it or wrapping it with some-
thing reflective works best. Remember - lots 
of plowing is done during the dark, so anything 
we can do to help visibility will be important.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lastly, we need to make sure that branches and 
limbs are trimmed high enough for the operator 
to be able to get in the driveway without hitting a 
bunch of branches.   In the past there have been 
driveways that the operator could not access to 
plow due to low hanging branches and trees.  We 
will be trimming some branches this fall to help in 
this, as well.  If you need assistance with trim-
ming things, please don’t hesitate to reach out.  
Cost: This year the amount we are collecting 
for plowing will be $125 if paid by November 
15th and $175 if paid after November 15th and 
before December 15th. A road fee of $75 is add-
ed to the plowing fee.  Thus the charge will be 
$200 before November 15th, and $250 after No-
vember 15th.  Cabins not paid by December 15th 
will not be plowed for the year. The reason for 
this is that we need to get the “Do Not Plow” 
signs up as early as possible and this helps facili-
tate this.  Invoices will go out by mid-
October.  There’s a new mailing address for 
“Snowplow 410”:  2316 103 Ave NE, Bellevue WA 
98004.  (If you have Snowplow 410 set up in your 
bank account, please confirm the mailing ad-
dress. Last year, a couple checks were sent to the 
wrong address.)  

~Perry Turner, Snowplow Coordinator 

mailto:snowplow410@live.com
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The purpose of White River Rec-
reational Association (WRRA) is 
to promote and protect recrea-

tional interests along the Mather 
Memorial Parkway and through-
out the Upper White River Val-

ley; to do any and all things law-
ful, just and necessary to better 
the interests of the members of 

the Association; to secure equita-
ble legislation; and to cooperate 

with the Forest Service in the 
protection and administration of 

all recreational feature. 

WRRA 

 

CHRIS MASTERSON 
15632 158th Ave SE 

Renton, WA 98058 
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2020 WRRA Executive Board 

President 
Kevin Orth, SC 26 

 Cell:  206-669-8455 

Cabin:  360-663-0164 

president@wrra.net  

Vice President  
Tim Curran, DC 3 

Home: 425-641-9335 

Cabin: 360-663-2631 

vp@wrra.net 

Immediate Past Pres. 
Rena Irwin, DC 17 

Home: 503-746-6622 
Cabin: 360-663-2428 
renairwin1@comcast.net 

Secretary 

Chris Masterson 

Home: 425-228-9410 

Cabin: 360-663-2428 
wrra-moderator@wrra.net 

Treasurer 
Kevin Bannon, SS 155 

Home: 206-244-9683 

treasurer@wrra.net 

Dalles Representative 

David & Molly Ebel, D 31 

Home: 206-285-2178 

Cabin: 360-663-2493 

dalles-rep@wrra.net 

Silver Springs Rep #1 

Bill Vlases, SS 80 

Home: 206-878-2541 

Cabin: 360-663-7752 

ss-rep@wrra.net 

Silver Springs Rep #2 

Ken Ring, SS 156 

Home:  253-582-5461 

Cell:  253-312-0118 

ss-rep@wrra.net 

Silver Creek Rep 

Jennae & Patrick Brannon, 
SC 45 
Home: 253-332-1235 
Cabin: 360-663-2569 
sc-rep@wrra.net 

Goat Creek Rep #1 

Tom Wood, GC 95 

Cell: 206-304-4032 

gc-rep@wrra.net  

Goat Creek Rep #2 

Martin Rand, GC 40 

Home:  206-612-8395 

Cabin:  360-663-0118 

gc-rep@wrra.net 

Deep Creek Rep 

Josh and Brittany 
Gaydeski, DC 7 
Home: 360-640-0995 

dc-rep@wrra.net 
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